THE DEARBORN INDEFPENDENT

Reverence for the Japanese Mother
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After the boys and girls have finished their break-

Tii!', Gay opens early for a mother in Japan, by four-
thirty in the morning or at least five o'clock. As soon
as she sees the first streak of daylight appearing through
the cracks of the wooden shutters, she arises and

of the tlil_'-. as well as the most Itfiﬂl!!’t‘])’ one, .'“Ft'
times an h‘rl‘.r or two bf‘lﬂh‘ spent mn parlakllu: 0ol Ic-'
amily sit together with hands held out t

fast which consists of a bow!l of soup sever
u Afterward the { I
razier, talking over the affairs of the
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rice apiece, a bit of fish and cled vegetables and
plenty of cups of tea, they hurry off to school, mother
seeing to it that their lunches are ready for them and
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warm over the

quietly shpping off to the servants’ room, so that she
will not wake the other sleepers, she calls the maids

that none of their schoolbooks are forgotten Gen-
erally at the last moment there is just as much scram-

day, each member
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of the circle feeling free to enter i
the conversati i,
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the children telling incidents connecte
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who hasten into their clothes in short order. Soon bling and hunting for lost or mislaid articles as takes political affairs and mother vig .
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they begin removing the wooden shutters, which oc- place in an American home.

§ carried or

cupation ' with such a rattling and banging
that only the very heaviest of the sieepers could pos-
sibly continue their slumbers through the noise surely
not with the morning sunlight floodis g the rooms and
the bathroom brass
uuther the family re
treat in turn for their morning ablutions. A fter they
have finished, father and the boys stroll up and down
the sunny garden, toothbrush in mouth, The Japanese
have a_way of brushing their teeth which is all their
own, They use no water but sprinkling the toothbrush
liberally with powder, keep it in their mouths for five

striking them full in the face.

bowls of water are set out and

After the children have
set off for school, father and mother have their break-
fast together in peace and quiet. Then. like the dutiful
wife that she i1s, mother sets about getting her husband
ready for his day at the office. She brings out the suit
of foreign clothes which he wears at business and he
dons this in exchange for his comfortable kimono
His jinrikisha awaits him at the door and soon he is
bowling away with his wife and servants bowing him
out of sight.

By this time the clock is striking eight, and now
that her family is out of the way, mother sets about the
household tasks in good earnest. First the baby must
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Iwcd_ almost wholly within the four walls of home.
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dren. They return her love and devotion, whic
quite happiness enough.



